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OBJECTIVES

 1. Define a death scene.

 2. Define evidence.

 3. Define safe approach/responder’s safety

 4. Define responder’s actions in the scene

 5. Define preserving evidence: scene and body

 6. Discuss documentation of observations and 
actions

OBJECTIVES (contd.)

 7.  Identify the information needed for a 
forensic autopsy.

 8.   Discuss inter-agency cooperation.

 9.   Discuss media relations.

 10. Case review to highlight presentation 
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Disclaimer

The information presented in this class is 
meant as a guideline for the individual 
responder. Students should refer to their 
agency’s policy and procedure when 

operating in the field.
The presenter assumes no liability in 

presenting the information or in the actions 
of the student after receiving this 

information. 

CRIME SCENE

Any place evidence is found.
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EVIDENCE

Anything that proves the involvement or 
non-involvement of a person(s) in the 

commission of a crime.

DEATH SCENE PRESERVATION

Maintaining the death scene in the 
condition it was left by the perpetrator.
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SAFETY AND HEALTH 
HAZARDS

 1. Locate focal point

 2. Observe for secondary scenes

 3. Identify safety hazards

 4. Weapons, bio-hazards, traps

 5. Victim assistance

 6. Communicate hazards to other responders

#1 RULE

• The most important part of a death 
scene is YOU.

• Your safety comes first and foremost.

• REMEMBER: There is no such thing as a 
dead hero
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Priorities

 You and your partners

 Other responders

 Victim/patient

Where Do You Fit In

Scene 
Response

Evidence

Investigation Crime Scene

Evidence

EMS
Law 

Enforcement

Documentation

Crime Scene 
Processing
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BIGGEST DESTROYERS OF 
EVIDENCE

•Cops

•Family

•Medical personnel and other responders

SECURITY AND 
PROTECTION 

 1. Establish the boundaries

 2. Establish entrance and exit paths into scene

 3. Restrict access

 4. Log participants

 5. Exclude unnecessary persons

 6. Protect evidence
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APPROACHING THE SCENE

•Stop and park down the road

•Be aware of surroundings

•Look and listen

•Approach the scene very carefully

•Watch for indicators of potential problems

INSIDE THE SCENE

•Be alert to your surroundings

•Communicate with your partner

•To the best of your ability do not remove 
evidence

•If the M.E. is present, watch what he/she 
does

•Minimize your movement in the scene
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COLLECT EVIDENCE

 1. Collect evidence
Each item goes into a separate 

container

Mark each item AND container 
with you name, date, time and 
what is in the container

When the body is moved, make 
sure you wrap it n a CLEAN sheet 
before putting it into the body bag

OTHER THOUGHTS

•Treat all deaths as murders

•Reverence for the dead should not 
hamper your actions

•Do not remove or disable weapons

•Do not discuss the crime scene with 
anyone other than investigators

•Seek counseling if the scene “bothers” you
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Documenting the Scene

 Should be a detailed report done 
when finished

 Observations and conversations

 Location of items that had been 
moved

 Items handled by EMS or others and 
route into scene

 Should be a separate document 
from pre-hospital care report form

Examples from
Medical Records

 She has no rigors or shaking chills, but her 
husband states she was hot in bed last night

 Examination of genetalia reveals that he is circus 
sized

 Since she can’t get pregnant with her husband, I 
thought you might like to work her up

 The patient is tearful and crying constantly. She 
also appears to be depressed
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REMEMBER

•A successful investigation begins with the 
crime scene. That investigation takes 
everyone’s cooperation.

•Errors committed in the safeguarding and 
management of the crime scene can 
NEVER be rectified

•All involved agencies need to 
communicate to make the 
investigation work
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